Uselully educated...

Exploring Sarah Garrard s 1825 sampler

arah’s sampler graces
he cover of this year’s
Book of Daysthanksto the
goodnessof adear friend.
Little did weknow thatwe [
were both trying to purchase

her a few yearsback. Once |
werealized this, Lynn
O’Neill graciouslyoffered
to share it with us—and
ultimately with you—sothat
we can enjoy the simple
beauty of her 1825
composition. She’son the
short list to be reproduced.

Although searchesfor Sarah’sschool proved fruitless, wedid stumble upon the Bramford
Local History Group. SecretaryBeryl Simswaskind enoughto reply, providing information
about the history of the town in Suffolk, England. Interestingly enough, while Rev. Naylor is
known in local history asa nineteenth century vicar who formed a Sunday School, Reading
Room and Parish Room on Raven’sLane, records of his School of Industry are scant.
Chancesare that it may have been housed in a small garage-like building that wasdestroyed
in the storm of 1987. We believe that a SarahGarrard (also spelled Garrod) born in 1813
likely is the maker of this sampler.

We are gratefulto St. Mary’s Church in Bramford for kindly
permitting usto usethe likenessof Rev. Naylor atright. We
look forward to uncovering more piecesof the puzzle before
we reproduce Sarah’ssampler later in 2021. Giving life to these
piecesof the pastis an honorable and a humbling process. We
are alwaysseekingmore information to help shedlight on
sampler makers, their surroundings and their history. At times
the trappings of technology canbe confounding; but overall,
being able to communicate via email, having accessto electronic
records and usingmodem printing technology are
enhancementsto our passionfor preservingthe past. V& M

Rev. George Naylor, 1795-1854
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Welcome to Bramford, Sarah 'shome town!

The Street, Bramford.

Although the community hasgrown, little
has changedon the main street of
Bramford since Sarah’stime. The photo
at left showsthe
Angel Pub (left),
and the cottages
(right) where
Sarah and her
family may have
lived. According
to Beryl Sims,
the town was
quite small and
everyone would
have known
their neighbors.  Rev. George Naylor, 1795-1854
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The above image shows the Bramford town pump. At right is a photograph of the

A newspaperclipping found by the Bramford History Group chairperson reports the 60th celebration of Queen
Victoria's accessionto the throne in 1837. The article discussesatea held in the Parish Room for the school
children at 4pm, followed by a 5pm tea for adults. At that time, Miss Eliza Mee, who wasborn in the village and
wasblind, wasthe organist in the village Church. At the celebration, she presentedapoem, 'Victoria,” which she
had prewously recited In that sameroom 59 yearsearlier. Although she might not have known Sarah, Beryl be-
v e~ vy lievesthat Sarahwould definitely have known the blind
":.""a:_ . % . organist. The Parish Room had earlier beenthe school room.

== Going back to this history seemsto confirm that a building

‘, . destroyedin the storm of 1987 wasin fact the school in the
" f‘i % 1830s, so it would almost certainly have been the school
s ees /L =a 0 which Sarahattended.

AN B "\The 1920 map of Bramford at left showsthe railroad that
e | | 4 _ camethrough the town in 1846.

Spemalthanksto the Bramford History Group for




